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CONFIDENTIAL 

APPROVAL OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY... 

Favorable opinion of the U.S. appears to be currently at a record 
high in key respects on the basis of preliminary returns from February 
surveys now going on in Western Europe. 

First, favorable impressions of U.S. foreign policies have increased 
markedly in the latest survey and now stand at the highest point Registered 
in measurements on this index extending back to 1956. This is true not 
only for Great Britain and West Germany, but also for France. So apparently 
whatever reservations may exist in these countries about specific aspects of 
U.S. policy, general approval of U.S. international actions in the wake of 
the Cuban crisis is at a record high. The whys and wherefores cited for 
these expressions of general approval will be available with the final 
returns . 


Table 1* "Have you a favorable or unfavorable impression of 
what the American Government has been doing in 
international affairs recently? Very or only somewhat?"! 


No. of cases 


Gr 

Feb. Ju 

'60 ' 61 '62 '63 

( 613 ) ( 633 ) T6UT ( 400 l 



West Gem 

Feb. Jun/Jul 


'60 '61 '62 '63 

( 599 ) ( 572 ) ( 614 ) ( 600 ) 


Favorable - very 

12$ 

15$ 

14$ 

30$ 

19$ 

20$ 

21$ 

37$ 

Favorable - somewhat 

26 

36 

35 

29 

29 

42 

48 

28 

Unfavor. - somewhat 

15 

21 

28 

12 

8 

15 

13 

4 

Unfavorable - very 

3 

5 

6 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Jfo opinion 

44 

_22_ 

-iZ, 

_22_ 

-A2L 

_2£L 

16 



100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

6* 

8 

H 

Net Favorable 

20 

25 

15 

45 

38 

44 

54 

60 


France lii 



16087 

(659) 

im 

7633) 

(59XT 

(600) 

(672) 

Favorable - very 

2$ 

4$ 

1$ 

8$ 

23$ 

19 % 

26$ 

Favorable - somewhat 

26 

35 

26 

38 

15 

25 

21 

Unfavor. - somewhat 

22 

21 

25 

20 

4 

7 

7 

Unfavorable - very 

1 

3 

2 

4 

3 

6 

4 

No opinion 

49 

37 

46 

_2Q_ 

55 

43 

42 


100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

Net Favorable 

5 

15 

0 

22 

31 

31 

36 


Space considerations preclude a complete listing of trend figures in this 
and subsequent tables. Figures earlier than those shown aj*e available from 
the Research and Reference Service, USIA. 
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APPROVAL OF U.S. PEACE EFFORTS... 


level A in°Gr««rR^+ 1 r el ln Germany 8X1,1 Franc e — a near record 
level In Great Britain - — are favorable opinions of U.S. efforts to 

prevent war. The gain in the latest survey is particularly notable in 

never before la 16 surveyo extending 19Sr£f 

iHhS^s^! preto,lln “ oe ° f toward 


Table 2 Is America doing all it should do to prevent a 
new world war?" 



__ 

Great Britain 

West Germamr 


No. of cases 

May 

'60 

(1150) 

Jun/Jul 

•61 

June Feb. 

»62 «63 

(614) (400) 

May/Jun 

'60 

(1010) 

Jun/Jul 

•61 

(572) 

June 

•62 

(614) 

Feb. 

Ud 

(600) 

(633) 

Yes, America is 

No, America is not 

No opinion 

33$ 

48 

-12 

100$ 

53$ 

29 

08 

100$ 

42$ 57$ 

43 30 

-IS 02 
100$ 100$ 

44$ 

31 

-22 

100$ 

59$ 

26 

.12 

100$ 

59$ 

24 

-12 

100$ 

76$ 

13 

Ol 

100$ 

Net Favorable 

-15 

24 

-1 27 

13 

33 

35 

63 

No. of cases 


- -France 


Italv 



(1000) 

(659) 

(692)<6 33) 


"TZoof- 

(672) 


Yes, America is 

No, America is not 

No opinion 

29$ 

49 

22 

100$ 

38$ 

33 

-22 

100$ 

34$ 46$ 

39 32 

27 22 
100$ 100$ 

not 

asked 

53$ 

18 

02 

100$ 

57$ 

15 

28 

100$ 


Net Favorable 

-20 

5 

-5 14 


35 

42 
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CONFIDENCE IN U«S . CREDIBILITY ... 

Next, in this latest series of West European surveys, the U.S. 
registered record highs in credibility* An increased majority in both 
Great Britain and France now express the belief that what the U.S. does 
in world affairs generally agrees with what it says. In France, 
opinions are currently divided on this score but the present standoff 
represents a gain from predominantly negative opinions recorded in six 
surveys extending back to 1955. 

Table 3. "Would you say that what the United States does in 
world affairs generally agrees with what it savs. 
or that its actions differ from its words too often?" 


Great Britain West Germany 

May June7july Feb. May/june June/July Feb. 

*60 *61 6 63 *60 11 61 *63 

NoiT of cases (1150) (650) (400) (1010) (573) (600) 


Agrees 

37% 

53% 

61% 

45% 

60% 

70 % 

Differs 

45 

32 

23 

24 

21 

15 

No opinion 

18 

15 

16 

31 

19 

15 

155 ? 

100% 

155 ? 

'M® 

10® 

15 ® 

Net favorable 


21 

38 

21 

39 

55 


No. of cases 


France 




Agrees 

26% 

31% 

35% 


40% 

Differs 

44 

41 

35 

Not 

27 

No opinion 

30 

155 ? 

28 

15® 

30 

155 ? 

asked 

33 

155 ? 

Net favorable 

- 18 

- 10 

0 


13 


CONFIDENTIAL 


3 


Approved For Release 2002/05/17 : CIA-RDP78-04007A001 3001 00003-7 



Approved For R^ase 2002/05/17 : CIA-RDP78-04007Al«rf 3001 00003-7 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENCE IN U.S. LEADERSHIP «•» 

Measurements on a fourth index of U*S* standing confidence in 

UoS* leadership — again shows record gains in the latest survey in both 

Great Britain and West Germany* The gains show up in these instances in 
the intensity of favorable sentiment rather than in extent the record 
proportions who now express "very great" confidence in U*S. leadership* 

It is at this point that France departs from the favorable trend 
and shows in the latest suivey not a gain but a decline in favorable senti~ 
ment* But with the U.S* and French leadership so dramatically at odds at 
the present time what is perhaps surprising is the limited character of the 
change in opinion since the preceding survey in mid 1962* 

Table 4* "How much confidence do you have in the ability of the 

U.S* to provide wise leadership for the West in dealing 

with present world problems — very great, considerable, 
not very much, or very little?" 


Great Britain West Germany 



May Jun/Jul 
*60 *61 

June 

*62 

Feb, 

*63 

May/ June 

*60 .... 

Jun/Jul 

*61 

June Feb* 

*62 *63 

(1234) (600) 

No* of cases 

(1150) 

(650) 

mi) 

[ 400 F 

“’(ToioT 

(573) 

Very great 
Considerable 

2?] 35 

15%53 

38) 

11Z)43 
32 ) 

21^)54 
33 ) 

21^)57 

36 ) 

28/) 7 9 
51 ) 

24/)72 4C/)77 
48 ) 37 ) 

Not very much 
Very little 

XS“ 

2 ^32 

32 }aa 
12 ) 44 

1| 34 

“ j 22 

1 i u 

I] 22 !| 9 

No opinion 

14 

100/ 

J 5 

13 

vm 

lofe 

life 

_J0 

6 14 

io^t tom 

Net favorable 

- 16 

21 

- 1 

20 

35 

68 

50 68 



France 



Italy 

No> of cases 

(1000) 

(671) 

(1307) 

(633) 

don) 

(600) 

(1344) 

Very great 
Considerable 

5#)43 

38 

®Q45 
37 ) 

af! 35 

4^)33 

29 ) 

16/ ) 4 e 
30 ) 


21/) 55 

34 ) 

Not very much 
Very little 

24 )go 

15 r 

20 >34 
14 ) 

28 ) 45 
17 ) 

33 )52 
19 ) 

12 ) 29 
17 ) 

1 I 18 

15 ) 22 

7 ) 

No opinion 

100/ 

life 

20 

100/ 

J5_ 

100/ 

25 

100/ 

29 

100/ 

23 

100/ 

Net favorable 

4 

11 

- 10 - 

19 

17 

35 

33 
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GENERAL ESTEEM FOR THE U.S. ... 

The drop in the extent of French confidence in U.S. leadership 
does not appear to be accompanied by Any loss in general esteem for 
the U.S. In the latest survey French esteem for America continues at 
a level only slightly below the highest point registered in mid-1961 . 

West German esteem for the U.S., always high in the past, has 
apparently edged even higher in the latest survey — most clearly in 
respect to the proportion indicating "very good" opinion of the U.S. 
Good opinion of the U.S. continues the majority sentiment in Great 
Britain at a level not appreciably different from the preceding survey. 

Table 5. "Please use this card to tell me your feelings about 
various countries. How about the U.S.? ... 


May 


Great Britain 

June/Jul June Feb. 


West Germany 

May / Jun/jul Juice Fob. 



•60 

•61 '62 >63 

Jun’60 

.’61 

•62 

.'63 

No. of cases 

(1150) (1283) 

(1261) (400) 

(1010) (1145) 

(1234) (600) 

Very good opinion 

12# 

20# 

16# 

16# 

17# 

18# 

17# 

24# 

Good opinion 

39 

45 

43 

41 

48 

55 

54 

51 

Neither good nor bad opinion 

30 

18 

25 

25 

18 

17 

19 

18 

Bad opinion 

11 

8 

6 

9 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Very bad opinion 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

0 

No opinion 

6 

8 

2 

8 


8 

_2 , 

6 


100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

Rpcord ^ 









High Net Favorable 

38 

56 52 

France 

47 

61 

71 

Italy 

68 

74 

No. of cases 

(1000) 

(1330) 

(1307) (633) 

(1011) (1200) 

(1344) 


Very good opinion 

7# 

8# 

5# 

8# 

19# 

23# 

31# 


Good opinion 

33 

41 

40 

39 

39 

36 

33 


Neither good nor bad opinion 

40 

32 

33 

33 

18 

20 

14 


Bad opinion 

11 

6 

7 

8 

4 

4 

2 


Very bad opinion 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 


No opinion 

-J. 

12 

_12 

__2 

18 

J1 

-12 



100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 


Net Favorable 

27 

42 

36 

36 

52 

53 

61 


1. "Net Favorable" equals 

"very good" and "good" 

opinion less 




"bad and "very bad" opinion. 
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COfflON INTERESTS WITH THE U.S. ... 

On a question that sought to sound out perceived mutuality of 
basic interests. West Germany continues to reflect a record level of 
pro-U.S. feeling in the latest survey. British sentiment on this 
particular index appears to have declined somewhat fronj past highs, 
though still remains at a very favorable level in the net. 

The drive of present French leadership for "independence" from 
the U.S. would appear to be making some headway in the reduced pro- 
portion in France who now feel that the basic interests of the U.S. 
and France are in accord. Opinion at the present time is no worse 
than split, however, with as many as feel otherwise of the view that 
the interest^ of the two countries are at least "fairly well" in 
agreement. 

Table 6. "In your opinion, are the basic interests of (survey 
country) and those of the U.S. very much in agreement, 
fairly well in agreement, rather different, or very 
different?" 


No. of cases 

Very much in agreement 
Fairly well in agreement 
Rather different 
Very different 
No opinion 


Net Favorable 


No. of cases 

Very much in agreement 
Fairly well in agreement 
Rather different 
Very different 
No opinion 


Net Favorable 


Great Britain 


Feb. 

•60 

June/Jul June Feb. 

*61 '62 '63 

(1221 ) 

(1283) 

(1261 ) (400) 

25$ 

25 % 

22$ 20& 

54 

55 

52 52 

9 

11 

14 16 

2 

3 

4 5 

10 

6 

_8 Z 

loose 

100$ 

100$ 100$ 

68 

66 

56 51 


France 


71228) 

(1330) 

(1307) (633) 

7 % 

9 % 

5$ 6$ 

36 

44 

42 37 

26 

20 

23 30 

8 

7 

7 9 

_22 

20 

23 18 

1 00$ 

100$ 

100$ 100$ 


9 26 17 4 
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West Germany 


Feb. 

'60 

Jun/Jul June Feb. 
'61 '62 '63 

(I 222 ) 

( 1145 ) 71234)7600) 

25$ 

30$ 

23$ 

33$ 

50 

50 

55 

51 

9 

9 

12 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

-14 

_2 

8 

2 

1 00 $ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

64 

69 

64 

77 


Italy 

( 1170 ) ( 1200 ) ( 1344 ) 


21$ 

15$ 

24$ 

32 

37 

34 

16 

11 

11 

10 

7 

5 

21 

-20 

_2§ 

100$ 

100 $ 

100$ 

27 

34 

42 
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SIDING WITH THE U.S. ... 

Finally, on a question that has been used to assay the extent of 
"neutralist” inclinations in Western Europe, West Germany registers a 
record high in professed allegiance to the U.S. side and Great Britain 
continues at a majority, or near majority level of support. France 
continues to evidence — as it has without exception in surveys since 
1955 — a predominant inclination toward non-alignment with either of 
the two power blocs. This provides, of course, fertile soil for 
thoughts about a third force. 

Table 7. "In the present world situation, do you personally 
think that, on the whole, (survey country) should 
side with the United States, with the U.S.S.R., or 
with neither?" 




Great ] 

Britain 

West 

Germanv 




May 

Jun/Jul 

June Feb. 

May/jun 

Jun/Jul 

June 

Feb. 


'60 

*61 

'62 '63 

'60 

'61 

'62 

1M 

No. of cases 

Til50) 

(1283) (1261) (400) 

(1010) 

(1145) (1234) (600) 

U.S. 

42$ 

50$ 

51$ 52$ 

64$ 

77$ 

75$ 

81$ 

U.S.S.R. 

2 

3 

2 2 


- 

1 

# 

Neither 

46 

39 

38 38 

22 

18 

18 

14 

No opinion 

10 

8 

_2 _8 


—1 

6 

-JL 


100$ 

100$ 

1 00$ 1 00$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

1 

Net Favorable 

-6 

8 

11 12 

42 

59 

56 

67 



France 


Italy 



No. of cases 

(1000) (1330) (1307) (633) 

(1011) (1200) 

(1233) 

U.S. 

30$ 

31$ 

29$ 27$ 

33$ 

35$ 

45$ 


U.S.S.R. 

7 

5 

4 5 

6 

5 

3 


Neither 

51 

49 

53 56 

44 

43 

36 


No opinion 

12 

_LS> 

14 12 

_LZ 

-XL 

16 



100$ 

100$ 

1 00$ 1 00$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 


Net Favorable 

-28 

-23 

-28 -34 

-17 

-13 

6 



1 . "Net Favorable" equals "U.S." minus "Neither" and "U.S.S.R." 

* Asterisks indicate less than half of one per cent; minus signs 
zero per cent. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 2002/05/17 : CIA-RDP78-04007A001 3001 00003-7 


7 



Approved For Rdtarfse 2002/05/17 : Cl A-RDP78-04007A0Q13001 00003-7 

CONFIDENTIAL 

TRENDS IN OPINIONS OF THE SOVIET UNION ... 

The marked gains in pro-U.S. sentiment in the latest surveys in 
Western Europe appear to be paralleled by no less striking gains in 
pro-Soviet sentiment. These changes probably emanate in large part 
from the same source — the avoidance of war over Cuba — which many 
in Europe attribute more to Soviet moderation than to U.S. strength. ^ 

The Soviet gains are most apparent, in the tabulations following, 
in the current extent of approval of recent Soviet policies. There is 
also very substantial improvement in the Soviet peace image, and some 
increase, except in West Germany, in the general level of esteem for 
the Soviet Union. Soviet gains are least apparent in Great Britain 
and France — and non-existent in West Germany -- in respect to two 
indioes, basic interests in common and credibility. 

Despite the gains, however, adverse opinion of the Soviet Union 
still continues to equal or outweigh favorable sentiments. The one 
exception is in France where a net favorable preponderance of 21 per 
oent currently express favorable opinions of recent Soviet actions in 
international affairs. 


1 . 


Specific findings from the present survey on opinions relating to 
Cuba will be reported shortly in a separate memorandum. 
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Table 8, "Have you a favorable or unfavorable impression of 

what the Soviet Union has been doing in international 
affairs recently? Very or only somewhat?" 




Great Britain 


West Germany 


Feb, 

Juri/Jul 

•61 

June 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Jun/Jul 

June Feb. 


•60 

•62 

»63 

•60 

•61 

•62 *63 
(614) (600) 

No, of cases 

(613) 

(633) 

(614) 

(400) 

(599) 

(672) 

Favorable - very 

6$ 

5$ 

1$ 

9$ 

3$ 

1$ 

3$ 4$ 

Favorable - somewhat 

23 

18 

13 

28 

11 

8 

6 23 

Unfavorable - somewhat 

25 

32 

39 

23 

19 

23 

19 14 

Unfavorable - very 

9 

17 

28 

11 

26 

47 

56 26 

No opinion 

-22 

28 

-12 

-22 

_41 

21 

16 33 


100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 100$ 

Net Favorable 

-5 

-26 

-53 

3 

-31 

-61 

-66 -13 



France 




Italv 


No, of cases 

(803) (659) 

(692) (633) 

(591 ) 

(600) 

(672) 

Favorable - very 

3$ 

3$ 

2$ 

7$ 

17$ 

14$ 

10$ 

Favorable - somewhat 

26 

12 

10 

38 

15 

15 

10 

Unfavorable - somewhat 

21 

33 

34 

19 

5 

13 

11 

Unfavorable - very 

6 

18 

13 

5 

9 

13 

19 

No opinion 

44 

-24 

_41 



45 . 

-20 


100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

Net Favorable 

2 

-36 

-35 

21 

18 

3 

-10 
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Table 9. "Is Soviet Russia doing all it should do to prevent a new world war?" 


Great Britain West Germany 

May/ 



May 

Jun/Jul 

June 

Feb. 

«/ f 

June 

Jun/ Jul 

June 

Feb. 


'60 

•61 

•62 

'63 

'60 

• 61 

'62 

•63 

No. of cases 

(1150) 

(633) 

(614) 

(400) 

(1010) 

(572) 

(614) 

(600) 

Yes, Russia is 

13$ 

2 4$ 

14$ 

34$ 

7$ 

8$ 

10$ 

23$ 

No, Russia is not 

62 

48 

67 

48 

68 

73 

67 

57 

No opinion 

25 

28 

19 


-21. 

_I2_ 

_21_ 

20 

100 % 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

Net Favorable 

-49 

-24 

-53 

-14 

-61 

-65 

-57 

-34 




France 


Italy . 

No. of cases 

(1000) 

(659) 

(692) 

(6 33) 

(600) 

(672) 

Yes, Russia is 

18$ 

22$ 

20$ 

38$ 

Not 25$ 

23$ 

No, Russia is not 

59 

50 

53 

37 

asked 37 

38 

No opinion 

_13L 

28 

_2 2_ 

.11. 

_28_ 

- 32 - 


100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

Net Favorable 

-41 

-28 

-33 

1 

-12 

-15 
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Table 10. "Please use this card to tell me your feelings about various 
countries. How about the U.S.S.R.?" 


Great Britain 

May Jun/Jul June Feb. 

'60 '61 '62 '63 

No. of cases (1150) (1283) (1261) (400) 


Very good 


opinion 

1# 

3# 

1# 

1# 

*# 

1# 

~# 

• — # 

Good opinion 

12 

21 

10 

12 

2 

4 

5 

3 

Neither good nor 









bad opinion 

33 

26 

27 

33 

23 

17 

17 

22 

Bad opinion 

35 

23 

26 

24 

36 

33 

30 

33 

Very bad opinion 

12 

12 

18 

13 

24 

36 

37 

33 

No opinion 

2L 



_1Z_ 

JJL 



— £L. 


100# 

100# 

1 00# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

100# 

Net Favorable 

-34 

-11 

-33 

-24 

-58 

-64 

-62 

-63 


May/ 

June 

'60 

( 1010 ) 


West Germany 

Jun/Jul June Feb. 

—1 6 1 'M— J 6 . 1 

(1145 (1234) (600) 
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Table 11. "In your opinion, are the basic interests of (survey country) 
and those of the Soviet Union very much in agreement, fairly 
well in agreement, rather different, or very different?" 


Great Britain West Germany 


Feb. 

Jun/ Jul June 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Jun/Jul 

June 

Feb. 

'60 

•61 '62 

'63 

'60 

•61 

'62 

'63 


No. of cases 

(1221) 

(1283) 

(1261) 

(400) 

(1222) 

(1145) 

(1234) 

(600) 

Very much in 
agreement 

Fairly well in 

2$ 

2% 

1$ 

*$ 

1$ 

-$ 

-$ 

*$ 

agreement 

21 

18 

8 

16 

1 

1 

1 

* 

Rather different 

38 

38 

34 

35 

16 

15 

15 

18 

Very different 

21 

30 

45 

37 

66 

74 

74 

72 

No opinion 

18 

12 

JLS_ 

12 

16 

10 

_10_ 

_io_ 


100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

Net Favorable 

-36 

■^48 

-70 

-56 

-80 

-88 

-88 

-90 



France 



Italy 



No of cases 

(1228) 

(1330) 

(1307) (633) 

(1170) 

(1200) 

(1344) 

■* 


Very much in 
agreement 

Fairly well in 

2% 

3$ 

1$ 

2$ 

5$ 

2$ 

3$ 


agreement 

14 

14 

12 

16 

11 

8 

8$ 


Rather different 

37 

37 

37 

38 

27 

24 

25 


Very different 

21 

23 

24 

24 

32 

32 

30 


No opinion 

_2£_ 

SI. 

26 

20 

SI. 

SL. 

SL- 



100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 


Net Favorable 

-42 

-43 

-48 

-44 

-43 

-46 

-44 
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Table 12, "Would you say that what Soviet Russia does in world 
affairs generally agrees with what it says, or that 
its actions differ from its words too often?" 


Great Britain 
May Jun/ Jul Feb, 

'60 '61 , L 


No. of cases 

(1150) 

(650) 

(400) 

Agrees 

1456 

19$ 

22$ 

Differs 

65 

64 

61 

No opinion 

_£L 

100 $ 

OI- 

100 $ 

J2L 

100 $ 

Net Favorable 

-51 

-45 

-39 




France 


No. of cases 

(1000) 

~ (671) 

(633) 

Agrees 

14/6 

16$ 

22$ 

Differs 

59 

56 

46 

No opinion 

27 

100$ 

2$ 

100$ 

100$ 

Net Favorable 

-45 

-40 

-24 


West Germany 

May/ Jun 

Jun/Jul 

Feb. 

'60 

'61 

'62 

(1010) 

7573 ) 

(600) 

1$ 

5$ 

5$ 

74 

75 

74 

£5 

_2Q_ 

21 

100$ 

100$ 

100$ 

-73 

-70 

-69 


Ita ly. 


( 600 ) 


Not 1556 

asked 46 

100 $ 


-31 
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Both U. S. and Rus 
Gain in USIA Polls 


POLLS 


Sy ifewiS GULICIt f “ " 

X*|Oet*Jed Profit*!! Writer 

The popularity Untted 
I States foreign policy has hit 
j* tetof&l high among West 
i Europeans but the Soviets have 
'f^ed'st^kin gains too, ao 
a new United Stated 
Information Agency poll. 

The recent rise in pro- 
Russian s£ntijnent was attrib- 
uted tp “fhe avoidance of war 
I over Cuba — which many in 
Europe a|tribute more to So- 
viet moderation than to United 
States strength/* 

Still Classified 

The U$jA survey of opinion 
in four major European na- 
ians, dated last month and still 
citified as confidential, re- 
peated that America still runs 
well ahead of Russia in popular 
opinion. It also said: 

1. Confidence in United States 
leadership: showed record gains 
in Britain’ and West Germany, 
but dropped some in France 
where Resident de Gaulle is 
“so dramatically at odds” with 
President Kennedy. 

2. Frenchmen nonetheless 
continue* to hold the United 
States in Sigh esteem, although 
Gen. de Gaulle’s drive for “in- 
j dependence” from America is 
making some headway and pre- 
dominant Trench opinion favors 
hoh;~ afflllfment with either 
Washington or Moscow. 

Findings of USIA polls were 
the basis of contentions by Mr. 
Kennedy in his I960 presiden- 


pfestige abroad had 
during the Eisenhowe)j!*^r| i 
Last month USIA 
make public its survi 
they are at least ohi 
years old. Its state fpifslft 
for the delay was 
damage to United Stat||^0r^6i 
relations by publJc*zin 
studies. Under press tt/’lHHR. 
policy, last month’s p 
not be released before! I 
The new survey 
researchers would sh«S3y 
pare a special menfairanffiiid 
from the European^ -randan 
sampling dealing 
with the Cuban situaSftBL : 


Opinion in Pqvmp| 

The report's first « 
from “preliminary refep 
the European poll p| 
“favorable impressionfii 
States foreign policief^ 
stand at the high|j| 
registered in measurdBl 
this index extending]! 
1956.” Ill 

By subtracting uiff j 
from favorable respoiill 
See POLLS. M 


Prestige Findings 
Were 1960 Issue ! 


Oaewment Kg, 

Review «f ibis Itcament by CIA has 
dstonjiiw* ihit 

ban n# #b«ef?ian to tfetlass 

□ If esftlpjns mfr /nnation of CIA 
rb*i rsiiinin 

Aper^cl For^|asg 2002/05/17 

0tu ~^rmv cr.W 029 725 


I Continued From Page A-l 

iose polled, it arrived at these 
let favorable” percentages of 
union toward United States 
reign policy: 

* Brit. W.Ger. Fr’oe Italy 

bjuary, 1960 20 38 ft Si 

nft-Juiy, 1961 25 44 15 31 

ne. 1962 15 34 0 36 

brurrj. 1963 45 60 20 * 

•Not given. 

On “confidence ... in the 
>fflty of the United States to 
ovide wise leadership for the 
est in dealing with present 
3rld problems,” the February, 
'63, responses ranged from a 
us 68 per cent net favorable 
Gejmany to. 10 per cent in 
ritaln and a minus 10 per cent 
Wince. 

The figures all represented 
dns over May, I960, except in j 
*ance, where the decline was 
scribed as “limited.” 
te: :As for West European opin- 
; ion of the Soviets, the survey 
paid: ... 

1 “The marked gains in pro- 
| United States sentiment in the 
! latest surveys in Western Eu- 
rope appear to be paralleled by 
liP less striking gains in pro- 
, Soviet sentiment ... 

I “The Soviet gains are most 
apgafent ... in the current ex- 
approval of recent So- 
viet policies. There is jilao very 
substantial improvement in the 
Soviet' peace image, arid some 
ibcr»se, except in West Ger- 
many, in the general level of 
(gj3$jn for the Soviet Union/* 

ITS Findings 

iLJX&is study f bund" the “net 
favorable** impressions of 'Soviet 
international conduct from 


June, 1962, to February, 1963. | 
switched from minds .53 per 
cept to plus 3 per ceift in Brit- 
ain, from minus 66pb mSnus 
13 in Germany and fteh WnuS 
35 to plus 21 In Frarjgi. 1 I 
The percentages jgpf those 
saying their country ’^basic: in- 
terests agree with lAmerlca’s 
dropped some -in FjJ&hCe arid 
Britain between February, T&6(T 
and February, 1963, but climbed 
in Germany and Italjy the poll 
indicated. I 

The “net favorable” rate 
slipped from 68 pef . cent to 
51 per cent in BritainfihdJioM; 
9 to 4 per ceht irt Frajfee, While; 
in Germany it rose from 64 to 
77 per cent. The Italian re- 
sponse went from 2T .per cent 
in February to 42 ptf cent in 
June, 1962, the latest count 
listed for Italy. 

In probing for neutralist 
inclinations among ' Hie “Eu- 
ropeans, the USIA pills asked 
whether the respondents 
thought their country should 
side with the United States, 
with Russia, or wit JT neither. 
The “net favorable”' percent- 
ages were derived : by Sub- 
tracting the pro-S® $£_ and 
“neither” answers from the 
pro-United States. f ~ 

On this, the ,cdUn|/T5etS^«h * 
May, i960, and lai? month 
went from minus 6 fe) plus 12 
in Britain, from plus r 42 tp; 
plus 67 in Germany, #nd from 
minus 28 to minus 34 in France, 
The bulk df the French mi- 
nuses cametrom thoef fbVPrtlk 
nonalignment. 
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Document No. — 

Review if this dacuwant by CIA has 
determined that 

hss no ahlsstion to declass 

□ it rss-talns Ks?e7mat!sn of CtA 

infer?* t iS** =it ,j?l remain 

TS S C 
HR 


Q 

PMe 


Ol AU^ 
4*! 1981 


ii e vs$war 



jj£Kft/uLlk^ 



[SING IN EUR' 

.ipp. ■ — •“ wm 

lofeign Policy Rated g 
In Polls of 3 Countries 




tty E. W. KKNWORT 

f Social to The !rcw York Times" 

^ Washington, Match 

Uorable opinion of 

conduct in foreign 
*rs stands at a record hi |. . . 
fee Western Europeah JTEj 
os, according to the moi 
J|ft surveys made by the 
^States Information Age 
j|he results of ‘‘prestige p ol ls 
jQe available today wereffi^ 

' samplings of public option 
jjring February in BrftamT 
West Germany and France. Tfe- 
ns from the suryeys in® 
he not yet available. T 

during the 1960 Preside 4 

Jnpaign, Republicans shaflJTjT 
Jticized the way that Senator 
J§in F. Kennedy, the Demdertf- 
Jr candidate, made use oTjoffs 
jLt showed declines in U® 
ates prestige abroad. ^ 
Republican leaders on, Gapll 
F Hill have recently been turn^ 
i this argument on PresTHenJ 
pnnedy, but without being fCTe 
f cite evidence from polls uD j> 
H y the Administration. 

Jn Feb. 21 President' 'K em 
told his news conference? 
there were several jeMs 
involving prestige .that. Tie 
Light it would be unwise to- 
ice public. As for polls me- 
eting opinion about the Unit- 
States, the President fi&ld 
It these could be releasld EE 

T , ■ .*39*1*6: 3ZM 

ervals. . 



Whole Range Covered 
^^•obably the most significant 
,>'poir obtained today, in view of 
f tKe Cuban crisis last fall and 
crisis in -the Atlantic Al- 
liance occasioned by President 
m; Gaulle ’ n veto last January 
of ’ British membership in the 
Common Market, involved the 
-whole range of United States 
foreign policy. 

^Those interviewed were asked 

whether they had a favorable or 
unfavorable impression “of what 
the United States Government 
has been doing in international 
affairs recently.” 

-In Britain, 30 per cent an- 
swered “very favorable” and 29 
per cent “somewhat favorable.” 
Thirteen per cent reported 
^somewhat unfavorable,” and 2 
pfer cent “very unfavorable.” 

* In West Germany, 37 per cent 
answered “very favorable” and 
L per cent “somewhat favor- 
ite” as against 4 per cent 
omewhat unfavorable” and 1 
Cent “very unfavorable.” 

-In France, only 3 per cent had 
a “very favorable view,” but 39 
per-cent had a “somewhat fa- 
YQXS-ble” impression. On the oth- 
er hand, 15 per cent had 
a “.somewhat unfavorable” and 
t 3Tper cent a “very unfavorable” 
opinion. The rest had no opinion. 

Highest Back to 1956 

These figures of approval 
were the highest registered on 
this particular question back 

tn jq sfi- 

In June, 1962, the figures on 
“Very favorable” and “some- 
what favorable” in Britain were 
14 and 35 per cent respectively; 
in West Germany, 21 and 48 
and in France, i and ,26 per 
cent.. 

Although approval of United 
States conduct in foreign af- 
fairs was at its highest in the 
sampled countries, approval of 


file jfo vfet ffmon s conduct also 
showed "striking gains,” the 
T7.S.I.A. reported. 

The agency comment ed : 

“These • changes , ^Safety 
emanate in large part from the 
same - source— the avoidance of| 
war over Cuba — which many in 
Europe attribute more t6 
moderation than to 
States strength. 

'The Soviet gains are" mbit 
apparent in the current extent 
of approval of recent ^Soviet 
policies. There is also. : ' : yiry 
substantial improvement Ih the 
Soviet peace image, and some 
increase, except in West Ger- 
many, in the general level Of 
esteem for the Soviet tJnioh. 
Soviet gains are least apparent 
in Great Britain and France: 
and nonexistent in West. Ger- 
many — ill respect to two in- 
dices, basic interests in CdriOSfSl 
and credibility.” ; . 

The agency noted, however, 
that despite the Soviet _ gains, 
adverse opinion of the, Soviet 
Union still continued to equal 
or outweigh f avorable_ 3 eati- 
ments.” 

In Britain, 9 per cent took a 
“very favorable” view of Soviet 
conduct in, foreign, affairs re- 
cently, and 28 per cent & “sQm|- 
what favorable” view, 

28 per cent “somewhat qgjjyor- 
able” and 11 per ceh£7 TV ¥ery 
unfavorable.” In June, 1962, only 
1 per cent was “very unfavor- 
able” and 13 per cenU“Eome- 
what favorable.” - T \r;’ 

In West Germany, 4 per cent 
were “very favorable” and 23 
per cent “somewhat fayoraUl^l 
26 per cfent were “somS^MUuii- 
favorable” and 33 pef' befit 
“very unfavorable.” In 19. 627 3 
per cent were “very favorable” 
and 6 per cent “som6#hat 'fa- 
vorable.” ' t;: 

In France, 7 per cent . were 
“very favorable” and 36 per 
cent “somewhat favorable, jp 
against 19 per cent “somewhat 
unfavorable” and 8 .pit cent 
“very unfavorable.” ~ j." 
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